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of the year with her mother among the Immortals, de-
voting the remaining third to her gloomy spouse in the
realms of Hades. Upon her return to Olympus, Demeter
left the gift of corn, of agriculture, and of her holy mys-
teries, with her host, and sent Triptolemus the Eleusinian
about the earth to make known to men the knowledge of
agriculture, of civil order, and of holy wedlock. Thus the
worship of Demeter, as the founder of law and order and
marriage, became prevalent, and exerted a most helpful
influence throughout Hellas.

The mysteries of Eleusis inculcated the moral lessons
which would promote right living among the people. They
were in charge of a priesthood consisting of both men and
women. The chief priest, the hierophant, was a man of
irreproachable character, and held the office for life on
condition of celibacy. The priestesses had in charge espe-
cially the initiation of the women, but their duties were
not restricted to this.

The candidates for initiation, the Mystai, had to spend
a year in preparation. Homicides, courtesans, barbarians,
all who had any stain upon their lives, were excluded from
these rites; only Hellenes " of pure soul and pure hands "
were eligible for initiation. On the days preceding the
festival, expiatory ceremonies were performed, of which
the most notable was one in which a girl or boy, styled
"the child of the hearth," performed certain rites of puri-
fication for those who were desirous of being admitted into
the mysteries. Finally, on the twentieth day of the month
Boedromion, corresponding nearly to our September, the
great procession set forth from Athens for Eleusis, along
the Sacred Way. In this procession the women took part
in great numbers, and it afforded excellent opportunities
for the display of beautiful toilettes. Aristocratic ladies
were usually driven in chariots. As the crowd of pilgrims